High School Content Expectations
English Language Arts

The Four Strands

STRAND 1: WRITING, SPEAKING, AND VISUAL EXPRESSION

Writing and speaking involve a complex process of inquiry and the discovery
of meaning. Through writing, speaking, and visually expressing, students
understand themselves, communicate with others, advance personal and
professional goals, and participate in a democratic society. Effective
communication requires an understanding of purpose and audience, and
reflects well-developed ideas using appropriate conventions of genre,
content, form, style, voice, and mechanics.

STRAND 2: READING, LISTENING, AND VIEWING

In constructing meaning while reading, listening, or viewing, students draw
upon prior knowledge and engage complex skills and strategies of
comprehension and interpretation, and critical thinking. They develop skill,
confidence, and independence in understanding narrative and expository
texts, including aural, visual, and multimodal works. Students synthesize
information through reading, listening, and viewing and also generate new
thinking.

STRAND 3: LITERATURE AND CULTURE

Students study and appreciate a rich and varied selection of classical and
contemporary literary, cultural, and historical texts from American, British,
and world traditions. They learn to make meaning from the experiences,
ideas, and emotions of others across the ages, applying their understanding
to contemporary circumstances.

STRAND 4: LANGUAGE

Language is an evolving tool with powerful personal, cultural, economic, and
political implications. Knowledge of the structures of language (e.g., the
history, meaning, and use of words; varying sentence structures and
patterns of language; the conventions of standard American English) is
essential for the effective use of language for varying purposes (e.g., the
development of a rich vocabulary, sentence structures for different rhetorical
purposes, appropriate speech patterns for different social contexts).
Understanding the political implications of language use is also critical for
fostering a democratic society in which all voices are valued.
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